
Meet the illustrators 

1. Jill Calder  

Jill Calder is an award-

winning illustrator and 

lettering artist based in 

Scotland. She studied at both 

Edinburgh College of Art and 

Glasgow School of Art and 

was a Lecturer in Illustration 

at Edinburgh College of Art 

until she left to pursue her 

career as a full-time 

illustrator.  Jill loves drawing, 

ideas, colour, ink, typography, 

narrative, sketchbooks, 

making books and even 

deadlines! She blends 

traditional and digital drawing 

seamlessly to create richly 

layered illustrations full of people, animals and places. llustrating grittier, more challenging subject 

matter is just as rewarding as tackling more whimsical themes, hence why her work has broad appeal.  

Her first picture book, Robert the Bruce, King of Scots, written by James Robertson (Birlinn, 2014), was 

shortlisted in the Children’s Book category of the World Illustration Awards in 2015.  Jill is now 

developing her own picture books as both author and illustrator. 

 

 

2. Laura Carlin 

Laura Carlin graduated from 

The Royal College of Art in 

2004 and lives and works in 

London. Laura has illustrated 

many children’s books, most 

notably The Iron Man by Ted 

Hughes (Walker Books). 

Laura’s book, A World Of 

Your Own (Phaidon Press) 

came out in 2015. It hopes to 

inspire children to look, draw 

and make – first from life, and 

then from the imagination. In 

2015, these two books won 

the BIB Grand Prix Award.  

Laura has also received a 

Bologna Ragazzi Award, the 

V&A Illustrated Book Award and won the Quentin Blake Drawing Prize. As well as working as an 

illustrator, Laura is well known as a ceramicist. Ceramics and her personal work provide Laura with the 

opportunity to explore themes in history, battles, warfare and iconography that she has been fascinated 

with since childhood. 

 

 

 



3. Rebecca Cobb 

Rebecca Cobb 

grew up surrounded 

by coloured pencils, 

felt pens, wax 

crayons, poster 

paints and pieces of 

paper. She studied 

illustration at 

Falmouth School of 

Art and graduated 

in 2004.  Rebecca 

was twice 

shortlisted for the 

prestigious CILIP 

Kate Greenaway 

Medal, and won the 

Waterstone’s 

Children’s Picture 

Book Prize in 2013 

with her book Lunchtime (Macmillan Children’s Books). In addition to writing her own books Rebecca 

has also collaborated with writers Julia Donaldson, Richard Curtis, Nicola Davies and Helen Dunmore. 

Rebecca lives in Cornwall with her husband and two young daughters.   

 

 

4. William Grill 

William Grill is a 

London-based 

illustrator who has 

worked for a variety 

of clients such as 

the New York 

Times, Amnesty 

International, 

Harrods and 

Shelter. His first 

book Shackleton’s 

Journey (Flying 

Eye Books) made 

him the second 

youngest winner of 

the Kate 

Greenaway award 

in 2014, and his 

second book The 

Wolves of Currumpaw (Flying Eye Books) won the Bologna Raggazzi Award for non-fiction in 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Emily Hughes 

Emily Hughes was 

born in Hawaii, 

but lives and 

works in the UK. 

She is inspired by 

Chinese cinema 

and illustrators 

such as Blair Lent 

and Gyo 

Fujikawa. Her 

book Nana 

Shaped Like a 

Banana came 

second in the 

2012 Macmillan 

Prize for 

Children’s Picture 

Books. Her 

artwork has been 

widely exhibited and her picture books have received international recognition. Her debut book, Wild 

was published by Flying Eye in 2013, followed up with The Little Gardener in 2015. She went on to 

illustrate A Brave Bear, written by Sean Taylor and published by Walker Books in 2016 and is 

illustrating Laurel Snyder’s Charlie and Mouse. When not doodling or walking around to come up with a 

story, she busies herself by reading (adult books and children's books alike, though she prefers the 

latter), making shopping lists (and regularly forgetting them) and watching dreary films.   

 

 

6. Yasmeen Ismail 

Irish-born, Bristol-

based Yasmeen 

Ismail is an award-

winning author, 

illustrator and 

animator. Yasmeen 

studied at art school 

in Dublin and after 

graduating moved 

to London where 

she worked on 

many different 

projects in 

advertising, short 

films and children’s 

publishing.  After 

running a 

successful 

animation 

production company, Yasmeen changed her focus to writing and illustrating picture books. As a result of 

her animation background, her illustrations are bright, fluid and full of energy and movement. Yasmeen 

loves to work with watercolours, inks, crayons, pastels, pencils and paints and is moving to all sorts of 

other mediums. She now lives in Bristol with her husband, their son and Betty the cat.   



7. Neal Layton 

Neal is an award-

winning illustrator 

and author of 

children's books. He 

has worked on more 

than 80 titles to 

date, working with 

authors such 

Cressida Cowell 

and Michael Rosen, 

and has won 

several prizes 

including a Gold 

Award in the Nestlé 

Children's Book 

Prize for That 

Rabbit belongs to 

Emily Brown 

(Hodder Children’s 

Books). His books have also been shortlisted for the Red House Book Awards, the Blue Peter Book 

Awards, the Booktrust Early Years Award, Funfzig Jahre Deutcher Jugendliteraturpreis and New York 

Public Library's annual list of best children's books. He also writes his own series of books: The 

Invincible Tony Spears and the best-selling Mammoth Academy. His books are currently in print in more 

than 16 languages worldwide. He lives in Portsmouth with his wife and two daughters.   

 

 

 

8. David Mackintosh 

David Mackintosh was born 

in Belfast, Northern Ireland 

and grew up in Australia. 

Originally interested in 

engineering, he tried art 

school and majored in 

illustration, the change 

largely influenced by 

sharing a house with art 

students. With a 

preoccupation with text and 

image and typography, he 

left university to work in 

editorial illustration and 

cover design for book 

publishers, establishing a 

studio in Australia.  He has 

gone on to work as a graphic designer and art director in publishing, advertising and television, working 

with some of the most celebrated names in children’s publishing. His picture books have been 

shortlisted and longlisted for prizes such as the CBCA Picture Book of the Year, the Roald Dahl Funny 

Prize, the Kate Greenaway Prize and the Western Writers of America Spur Award. Marshall Armstrong 

Is New To Our School won the Hampshire Book Award 2011. David lives in London where he likes 

drawing, papier maché and being read to.   

 



9. Emily Rand 

Emily Rand is a British illustrator 

and author based in London.  She 

studied at Camberwell College of 

Arts and then at the London 

College of Communication, 

graduating in 2008 with a BA in 

Illustration.   Emily then worked in 

arts education, leading workshops 

in galleries and schools with 

children and young people, 

meanwhile working in the 

bookshop at the Serpentine 

Gallery. It was during this time that 

Emily started to write and create 

books of her own, marrying the 

inspiration from the beautiful art 

books at the bookshop and the children she was working with.  The illustrations from Emily’s first self-

published book were shortlisted for the Illustrators Exhibition at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair in 

2012, and shortly after A Dog Day was published by Tate in 2014.  Her second children's picture book In 

the Darkness of the Night was published by Tate in 2017.  Emily’s illustrations are created using a 

variety of materials including collage and hand -drawn elements and are often characterised by her 

distinct use of pattern and flat perspective. She lives in East London with her partner and daughter.   

 

 

10. David Roberts 

David Roberts is a multi-

award-winning and New 

York Times best-selling 

illustrator who has earned 

great acclaim for his 

distinctive style. He was 

born in Liverpool and 

studied fashion design at 

university in Manchester. 

After graduating, he 

worked as a milliner and 

a fashion illustrator, but 

always felt his true calling 

was in children’s books. 

David finally realised his 

dream when his first book 

was published in 1998, 

and since then he has 

collaborated with some of Britain’s finest children’s authors, including Julia Donaldson, Sally Gardner, 

Philip Ardagh, Jacqueline Wilson and Andrea Beaty. He is also the creator of the popular Dirty Bertie 

books (Stripes/Little Tiger Press). His previous work includes collaborations with his sister Lynn on 

retellings of several classic fairy stories.  Their book Little Red was shortlisted for the 2005 CILIP Kate 

Greenaway Medal.  In 2006 he won the Nestlé Children’s Book Prize Gold Award for his line drawings 

in Mouse Noses on Toast (Faber & Faber). Tinder written by Sally Gardner was shortlisted for both the 

CILIP Kate Greenaway and Carnegie Medals in 2015. He lives in London with his partner.   


